
TWICKENHAM RIVER CENTRE

A flagship eco centre beside the Thames in Twickenham, where people of all ages
and backgrounds can find out about the river, the environment and sustainability,
learn to row or build a boat, or simply watch the world go by from a great café.

This is the Environment Trust’s plan for a River Centre for the community!
WANT TO BE INVOLVED?

We are always on the lookout for people with energy and time to spare to help
support our work in developing and running the River Centre. If you are interested

and would like to find out how you can get involved, then please do telephone
020 8891 5455 or e-mail: office@environmenttrust.co.uk.

TWICKENHAM RIVER CENTRE
BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO THE HEART OF TWICKENHAM
A lively and safe neighbourhood with the daily presence of the environmental
organisations and boat workers based there, as well as the River Centre’s users.

A café open to everybody, public toilets and an updated and expanded children’s
playground.

Facilities for boat hire, with a pontoon on the river, openly accessible to the public. 

Opportunities for people of all ages and abilities to gain hands-on experience of the
river environment and ecology on the foreshore or afloat.
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SUPPORTED BY SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH
The Environment Trust is delighted that Sir David Attenborough has agreed to be
Patron of the Twickenham River Centre.

Sir David says, “Fighting the impact of climate change is perhaps the greatest challenge
of this century. It’s a matter for individual responsibility as well as government action,
and by making it possible for everyone – particularly young people – to recognise this,
we can go some way towards preventing the situation worsening. Understanding local
eco-systems such as the River Thames through activity and study is a brilliant way to
bring home the message.

“The River Centre will be a focus for understanding and enjoying what the river can
provide, while encouraging a sense of personal responsibility for its future. I am very
pleased to be a part of this innovative project, which brings together local groups and
national organisations to work towards ensuring a sustainable future.”

Proposal for the River Centre’s
layout and uses (designed by
Clive Chapman Architects)

Picture courtesy Tricia de Courcy Lingv2.1 07Nov07



BACKGROUND

Twickenham Baths were closed in 1980. Since then
there have been several schemes to redevelop the site,
which failed for a variety of reasons. The local
community has played an important role in opposing
inappropriate development of the site, while
recognising the need for some residential and
commercial aspects.

With a track record in environmental conservation
and education and nearly 25 years of experience in
finding ways to open up the borough’s heritage to the
community, the Environment Trust, as leader of a
consortium of river-related organisations and river
users, was selected through the Twickenham
Challenge competition as the council’s partner to
oversee the community-use element of the
Twickenham riverside development.

The Environment Trust and its partners are
committed to providing a distinctive and sustainable
community-focused building of high architectural
quality as part of the regeneration of the Twickenham
riverside area.

FUNDING
The site for the River Centre will be leased from the
council at a peppercorn rent.

The developer of the overall site will provide the shell
for the building.

The Environment Trust will be responsible for the fitout
of the building and, through a management
organisation or charity, for the running of the River
Centre when it is open.

City Bridge Trust has provided £91,000 in funding for
project development costs over the next three years.

Further funding will be sought from other charitable
trusts, the Landfill Communities Fund and local donors.

WHAT WILL THE RIVER CENTRE OFFER?
A centre for education about the river and broader
environment, climate change and sustainability for people
of all ages and abilities, provided by Richmond
Environment Network, Thames Explorer Trust, River
Thames Boat Project, Richmond’s Biodiversity Action Plan,
Thames Landscape Strategy, and other  organisations.

A “one-stop shop” offering practical information and
news about the River Thames, sustainability and climate
change, along with exhibits by the organisations with
responsibility for the Thames, and displays giving
information on local water-based activities and clubs.

A hub for environmental volunteering, a home for the
Environment Trust, BTCV Richmond and Richmond
Environment Network, a base for other environmental
voluntary organisations, giving them access to mentoring,
advice and equipment, and a centre for volunteer training.

A home for HANDS (Help a Neighbour in Distress), a
charity providing the elderly and housebound with support
and opportunities for social interaction, and  Richmond
Volunteer Centre, matching individuals willing to give
their time with organisations looking for  support.

Multipurpose spaces for the activities of all of the above
and for many other local organisations, such as
Twickenham Rowing Club, and events, such as the
Twickenham Festival, as well as a children’s playground,
public toilets and a café open to everybody.

Permanent displays about Twickenham’s river heritage,
linking it to river-based sites in the upper Thames, such as
the Henley River & Rowing Museum, and the lower
Thames, such as the Docklands Museum.

A boathouse, providing public boat hire, maintenance and
repair, practical boatbuilding courses, water safety training,
rowing for the young and those with disabilities, work
experience for young people, and small boat storage, with
a waterfront pontoon to improve access to Twickenham
from the river, encourage river use and enable a ferry
service linking with Richmond and Teddington.

All in a flagship sustainable building, showcasing “green”
construction methods and wider sustainability issues.


